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Dear Legislator(s),
As a member organization of the Common Council for Spiritual Care, we are writing to express our concerns over recent legislation that would allow for the use of volunteer and employed “lay” chaplains to serve in public K-12 education settings. As a collective of professional chaplains, pastoral educators, Religious Endorsing Bodies, and professional spiritual care associations, the Common Council for Spiritual Care wants you to know that this legislation and its companion pieces being introduced around the nation are an affront to the profession of chaplaincy, parental rights, and potentially harmful to children. Some of our specific objections include:  
1) The standards set forth in the legislation for a volunteer/employee to be recognized as a “chaplain” do not conform to standards other professionals serving in primary public education institutions are required to have and leaves students vulnerable.
2) Public education students are required to attend school and therefore could be forced to interact with an individual in a position of authority that is not properly trained to serve in a public education setting or provide spiritual care.
3) Chaplains, even trained and certified chaplains, are not a replacement for licensed mental healthcare professionals, social workers, guidance counselors, or nurses. Chaplains should not be used as a stand-in for professionals with experience and expertise in their individual fields.
4) Chaplains are uniquely situated to serve the spiritual care needs of their clients, but with children the implementation of a spiritual care intervention/plan should include a consultation with the parent(s) or guardian, overlooking this would undermine parental rights.
5) There is no stipulation for schools to ensure the inclusion of religious minorities in their chaplaincy services, setting up potential for religious discrimination, harassment and bullying of students.
Children are among the most vulnerable and impressionable of our population. The risk of exposing these children to untrained and potentially harmful words and suggestions from someone in a position of authority would be irresponsible, inflammatory, and dangerous. It could also open the state, district, and individual schools to potential legal and financial concerns. For these reasons and more, we are encouraging you to oppose any legislation that would place untrained and unaccountable “chaplains” in our public schools.  
The Common Council is a group comprised of more than 25 individual professional associations, religious endorsing bodies, and practitioners of spiritual care services who are concerned about chaplaincy standards across disciplines. 
Signed: Association of Professional Chaplains
